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VI. A tatter wherein is given an Account of 
the Catalogues of Manufcripts lately Printed 
at Oxford. 

S //?, 

According to your Defire, I will procure you one of 
the Catalogues of Manufcripts, which is prized by 
the Delegates of our Prefs, at One Pound Two Shillings. 
By my readinefs in this little Affair, I would that you 
ihould guefs how much I am devoted to your Service ; 
and as another Inftance of an entire Obedience to all that 
you require, I have here tent you my Judgment of the 
Work it felf, which (without any Complement) none 
but ■ ihould have forced from me. 

I know my own Inabilities too well, to be forward in 
medling with any thing out of my way and above my 
reach : yet when — ■ * - tells me, with his ufual Sweet- 
nefs, That he would willingly be oblig'd to me for my Opi- 
nion of the Book, of the Value and Vfe whereof he defire t 
to be inform 'd, in order to make a right Eflimation of it. 
I at length prevail'd with my felf, for a time, to put a 
flop' to thofe Studies I was engaged in, and which, 1 muft 
needs lay, were more agreeable to my Inclination ; and 
have perus'd not only this, but feverai other Catalogues 
of Manufcripts, my Thoughts upon all which, I prefent 
you with : Not that I am fo vain as to fuppofe the Cha- 
racter of this prefent Catalogue now before me, will rife 
or fink for any thing I can foy ; but that I might con- 
vince — — that ail his Defires, with me, have the 
Place of Commands. 

But 
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But in order to make fuch a Judgment, it will not be 
atmfs to turn over this Catalogue a little, enquiring whe- 
ther the Books themfelves are of fuch Value as to coun- 
tervail Co much Trouble and Charge; and in the next 
place, whether the Defcrtptions we here find, do repre- 
sent them fairly and give us a fitting Notion of them or 
not. 

The Catalogue confifts (as you will find) of Two 
Tomes : The Firft of which takes in the Manufcripts in 
the Bodleian, Savilian and Afhmolean Libraries, which 
belong to the Univerfity in general, in Part I. and the 
Manufcripts in mod of our College-Libraries in Part II. 
with thofe of the Libraries of the Univerfity of Cam* 
hridge in Part III. The Second Tome gives in Part I 
Catalogues of the Manufcripts in the Libraries of many 
of the Cathedral Churches, and of leveral of the Nobili- 
ty and Gentry : and in Part II. are fome Catalogues of 
the Manufcripts in fome Libraries of Ireland: each of 
which feveral Parts has its peculiar Index. I don't here 
infifl upon Dr. Smith's Catalogue of the Cotton Library, 
which though it be printed in the fame Paper with this, 
and may be bound up together with, it ; yet it was pub- 
Iifh'd fome time fince, continues to be fold diftin&ly by 
it felf, and, as I conceive, was not intended by your 
Letter. 

At the beginning of the Book is prefix'd an Epiftle 
concerning the Nature and Ufeof it (to which I might 
well refer you, without giving you, or my felf any 
further Trouble) which is followed by a Preface which 
endeavours to excufe fome Faults which nice People find 
in fome of the Catalogues ; and acquaints us with the 
Method which was taken in compofing the Indexes, with 
a Lift of all the Catalogues comprehended in the whole. 
Then comes the Life of Sir Thomas Bodley, the Magni* 

Vvvi ficen« 
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Scent Founder of our Publick Library, with the Hiftory 
of it, and an Account of its chief Benefa&ors, the Heads 
of whom are engraven on Copper Plates, here, and at 
the Front of the Book to be feen. 

The firft Catalogue is that of thofe Greek Manufcripts 
which once belong'dto Signior Frmcefco Baroccio a Vt« 
netian Gentleman, which were highly Valued in Italy, 
and by a Angular Providence brought over into England, 
and by the Perfuafions of Archb'tfhop Laud, were bought 
by the old Earl of Pembroke, and prefented to our Uni- 
versity. Thefe Books have been oftentimes celebrated 
by many Authors of Note, unto whom they have been 
highly Serviceable : And what Reputation they were in 
at the beginning, you may read in Archbijhcp Vfher's 
Letters, pag. 400. where you have that mofl learned 
Primate's Opinion of them, and pag. 406. where, fays 
Sir? Henry Bourgchier (who was afterwards Ear J of Bath) 
Dr. Lindfell, now Dean of Lichfield, tells me, that it (the 
Parcel ofBarecian Manufcripts_) is a great Treafare, far 
exceeding the Catalogue, that there are a great number of 
excellent Trails of the Greek Father s^ never yet publijhed ; 
iafides divers ancient Hiflorians and Geographers ; and 
particularly that there is as much of Chryloftom, as will 
make a Volume equal to any ofthefe publiflid by Sir Henry 
Savil, And indeed, they have been conftaotly efieemed 
as the mofl noble Parcel of Greek Books, that were ever 
yet repos'd in any Englifh Library. 

The Manufcripts or ^ix Thomas Roe, which he brought 
over with him from the Eaft j and thofe given by Oliver 
Cromwell have as good a Character, confidering their 
Numbers: Thofe of Cromwell's being accounted as the 
remaining part of the Baroccian Library ; for fome think 
that the Earl did not give the whole, but that he thought 
fit- to detain thofe wbich were afterwards given by 
Cromwell, 

After 
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After tjiefe, comes a Catalogue of the Maattfcriftfs of 
Arcbbifliop Laud, in Number One Thog^ni Three 
Hundred, which he gave she Univerf«jf at Three or 
Four Donations, pefides what he gave to, St* JohtfsCal* 
kge in Qxon, and what he further intended us, bad he 
not been prevented by the Iniquity of tfyoie jimes. The 
Manufcripts (as Pr. Langfam up'd fo fay) are ftrfficient 
to make a large library of themfelves, and are. written 
in theft Languages, viz, Hebrew, Syriac, Ckddee y JE-* 
tbiopic, Armenian, Arabic (as well African as Afiatii) 
Perjian, Turkifb, Chinefe, Japonefe, Malayan, Malaharic, 
Ruffian, Greek (as well 10 the Vulgar Greek as the Schola- 
ftic ) Latin, Italian, German, Bohemian, Irifii Anglo* 
Saxon, Englijh, and one Book there is of the Hierogly* 
phicks of Mexico, as there are feveral others in other 
parts of th<? Library. What immenfe Char. ge* mull we 
think this Prelate was put to, to fend Meflengers on pur- 
pose, to almoft all parts of the World, and ithere to buy 
up fomany of their choieeft Monuments? What noble 
Copies do we find here of the (acred Books, Fathers, Hi- 
ftorians, Poets, Orators, Philofophers, Phyfitians, Mathe- 
rnatitians, and what not i This great Variety of Langua* 
ges made me ask the Library-Keepers what other Lan- 
guages they had Manufcripts of in the Library, which 
were not enumerated among thofe given by Archbilhop 
Laud? They replied that there were Thoufands of Ma» 
nufcripts whiph were in the fame Languages with that 
Prelates Books ; befides which, they (hewed me Books 
written in the Samaritan, Mendtean, Coptic or JEgyptia* 
Siamefe, Peguan, Indofian, Sanfereet, Tylingan^ Ceylcni- 
an, Tartarian, Spanifh, Portuguefe, Britijh, franw, ¥rh 
fian, Gothic, and Iflandh; they. added farther, that be- 
fides thefe, they knew pot but foroe might be for- 
gotten. 

After/ 
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After thefe, follow the Manufcripts of Sir Kenelm Dig- 
fy, which are chiefly Mathematical, though there be ma- 
ny other valuable Books among them on other Subjedb. 
They are almoft all of them uniformly bound up, with 
his Coat ilamp'd on the Covers, as the better part of 
Archbilhop Laud's are likewife. 

Then comes a great Number of other Manufcripts, 
given by very many particular Perfons,and now infcrib'd 
to Sir Thomas Bodky, the promifing Titles of which, 
you may very agreeably entertain your fell wirh, till 
you come to 

The Manufcripts of Mr. John Selden, that is his Ma- 
nufcripts in the Greek and Oriental Languages, with 
fome others of his Ancient Books : For I have been told, 
that the Univerfity never received his Law Manufcripts, 
nor his Le'tger and other Books concerning the Englijh 
Monasteries. 

Next to thefe, come in order the Books which are (aid 
to be in Hyperoo Bodleiano ; the chief Parcels whereof 
are thefe: i. Thole given by Dr. Huntington. 2. Thofe 
bought by the Univerfity of Mr. Greaves. 3. The 
Collections of Dr. Richard James, bought by the Uni- 
verfity after his Death, which are more particularly ac- 
counted for afterwards. 4. Thofe given by the Lord 
Fairfax , amongft which are the Collections of Mr. Dodf- 
worth, of which more anon. And 5. Thofe bought by 
the Univerfity out of the Library of the Lord Hatton, 
amongft all which, are many Books of very great 
Value. 

As for Mr. Dodfwortb's Colle&ions, they make One 
Hundred and Sixty Volumes,written with his own Hand, 
and they contain a vaft Treasure of Antiquities of all forts, 
relating to our Englijh Hiftory, and are continually ufed 
by the Lovers of it. Thefe Books are the moft prodi- 
gious Specimen of a fingle Perfon's unwearied Induftry, 

that 
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that I ever yet Caw ; and it almoft ama2es and (names 
me, when I reflect upon fo many Books written by the 
Hand of one Man, moft of them in Folio, and the reft 
in Quarto: And at the fame time, I can't but have a Ve- 
neration for his Memory, fince all this Pains was taken 
in the midft of Discouragements ; and for that he conti- 
nued' to his Life's end inamafling and heaping up toge- 
ther fuch Memoirs and Notices of things, as otherwife 
we mould have been, for the mod part, utterly ignorant 
of. Next to thefe, in the Catalogue, follows a more 
exacl: Account of 

The Colle&ions of Mr. John Leland, written all with 
his own Hand, who was as indefatigable as Mr. Dodjwortfr, 
and fo continued whilft he was himfelf. His Defign in 
thefe Collections, and others which are loft, or exiftent 
in other Places, was to let our England in its trueLiglit, 
as may more largely appear by his New-Tears- Gift to 
King Henry VIIL which I remember to have formerly 
read in Mr. Weaver's Funeral Monuments. But though 
neither Mr. Leland nor Mr. Dodfworth lived to digeft 
their Collections, yet they have been and ftill are ear- 
neftly enquired after, and diligently perus'd by rhofe 
that cultivate the Hiftory of England ; though fome have 
been fo difingenuous as to conceal the Names of thefe 
Men, to whom they have been indebted for many a fair 
Remark. 

The next Parcel of Books are thofe of an equally indu- 
ftrious Foreigner, the late learned Mr. Francis Junius, the 
chief Promoter of the Saxon Learning whilft he lived, as 
the Reverend Dr. Hickes is now. Thefe Books Mr. Ju- 
nius bequeathed to the Univerfky at his Death, all of 
them appertaining to the Septentrional Languages. Some 
of thefe are the old Manufcripts themfelves, others are 
Copies of the moft considerable Saxon Manufcripts in the 
Cotton Library, &c. accurately tranfcrib'd .by himfelf; 

or 
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©r eife his own Works, aimoft ready for the Prefc ; or 
laftly, fome curious printed Books, with his written 
Notes and Amendments. 

Then follow the Papers of Ifaac Cafaubon, the Adver- 
faria of Dr. Langbain, late Provoft of Queens College, 
Oxott, both in their own Hands. And afterwards a Ca- 
talogue of part of the Manufcripts bequeathed to the Uni- 
verfity by Dr. Marefchal, late Re&or of Lincoln-College. , 
the remaining part of them being dcfcribed pag. 373. 

Now comes the Titles of the Oriental Manufcripts of 
the learned Dr.Pocock, late Regius Profcflor of Hebrew 
m this Univerfity, which the Univerfity bought of his 
Widow. And a Catalogue of the Maodcripts oiQt.Hun- 
tington, which the Univerfity bought of him fince his Re- 
turn from the Eaft. As alio thofe Books which the Uni- 
verfity bought of Dr. Hyde : Which Three Parcels con- 
taining in them many Books of an extraordinary Price 
and Value, join'd to what was in the Library before, and 
has come in fmce, furnifh any Scholar with fufficienc 
Helps to purfue his own Studies in moft of their Langua- 
ges. For my own part, Sir, I confefs, I am not skilfd 
this Way; nor will my neceflary Affairs permit me to 
lay out fuch a Portion of my Time amidft thele Books, 
as I might do, were my Circumftances otherwife than 
they are. But thofe who live more cafily, and have Lei- 
fare, if they Co pleas'd, might (bon find Authors fuitabie 
to their own Genius, which they might Study with great 
Advantage. For if the Old Tejiament be fit to be read 
in the Original, and in thofe Tongues that approach 
neareft to the Original, and thole Sages who from rime 
to time have taken pains to illuftrate it : If Euclid, Art- 
ftotle, Hero, Apollonius Tergaus, and others of the An- 
cients, part of whole Writings (till remain to us tranfia- 
ted into Arabic, though the Original Greek be loft ,• if 
thefc, I fay, (hall be accounted worthy to be read and 

publifli- 
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publifhed : If the Works of St Ephraim Syria, and ma* 
ny other Fathers and Ecclefiaftical Writers, who are ftiil 
locked up in the Eaftern Languages, ihall be thought ufe- 
ful to Divines : In a Word, if the philojophy, Poetry, Phar- 
macy, Lam, Religion, Hiftory, Policy, Mathematkks, 
Mechanicks, or any other part of uftful Learning, which 
has flourifti'd fa long in the Baft, may be thought worth 
enquiring into ; then, I think, theft Books ought to Be 
confulted. Nor is the Way to them fo difficult as feme 
may imagine, fince there is fo great Plenty among them 
of excellent Grammarians and Lexicographers, and divers 
Books already to be had, which are printed with a Latin 
Verfion, and moll of the Manufcripts are written better 
than they can be printed, and fbme with theutmoft ex- 
adtnefs, and with Pictures in glorious Colours, which il- 
luftrate and adorn their Books, as Prints do ours. I 
beg your Pardon, Sir, for this Digreffion, which I could 
not well forbear, in regard the Oriental Learning is not 
much cried up here, and becaufe it has been my good 
Fortune to fee many of theft Books in Libraries, which 
feem to promife lb much, and (I had almoft faid) are re- 
garded fo little. 

After theft, we have an Account of the Manufcripts 
which Dr. Barlow, the late Lord Biiliop of Lincoln, be- 
queathed by Will to the Library; which is followed by 
the Particulars of the Manufcripts left by Sir William 
Dugdale to the Ajhmolean Mttfieum, rnoftly written with 
his own Hand. 

Thefe are followed with a Catalogue of the Manu- 
fcripts given by Sir Henry Savil ; an Account of fome 
Mathematical fnftruments belonging to the Geometry 
School, and a Catalogue of the printed Books there, be- 
ing ail Mathematical, which Catalogue was never before 
made Publick. 

X x x Then 
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Then comes a Catalogue of the Manuscripts, in the 
Afkmolean Library, which are ranged under the follow- 
ing Heads, as, Grammatici, Rhetorici, Mufici, Geometry, 
AJtrologici, Poemata, de Re Antiquaria, de Re Heraldi- 
ca, Htfhrici, Vit&, Hiftorits Naturalis, Chsmici, Medi- 
ci, Anatomici, Chirurgici, Juridici, Politic?, Orationes, 
Geographhi, Theologici, Magici, Prophetki, Fatidici, Mif- 
ce//a»ei„ Mechanici, & Epi/ioU ; with an Appendix, and 
an Account of the Manuscripts left to the Umverfity by 
thelate famous Antiquary, Mr, Anthony a Wood ; which 
are alfb laid up in the lame Ajhmolean Mufaum. 

Latlly, comes the Titles of thofe Manufcripts which 
the Univerfity bought of the fame Mr. a Wood ; and of 
thofe left to the Publick Library by Dr. Fell the late Lord 
Bifhop of Oxford, and (brae others. Thefe Manufcripts 
being between Eight and Nine Thoufand in Number, 
make up the Firtt Part of the Firft Tome, which is 
fliut up with every Author's Name, or Tract, f3?c. in 
the foregoing Catalogues. The Library- Keepers have 
told me, that fince this Catalogue was printed off, the 
Univerfity has bought all the Papers, Manufcripts, and 
Books collated with Manufcripts, &c. which were in the 
Library of thejate learned Dr. Edward Bernard, and that 
(bme other Manufcripts have come in alfo, by the Ge- 
nerofity of late Benefactors. 

Sir, In this Account of the Catalogue, I have purpofe- 
ly wav'd the defcdbing of any pareicular Book ; Becaufe 
if I mould enlarge uponfome which might p'eife me.and 
I might think curious ; yet I fhould certainly run over 
many, as confiderable in other Refpects, which would 
be an Injury to them : And if I ibould take in all the 
eminent ones, this Letter would {Well into a Volume, 
and would be rather a Catalogue than an Epiftie. I am 
afraid, Sir, I have impos'd upon your Patience already, 
but to make fome amends, I will be more brief as to the 
remaining parts. The 
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The Second part of the Firft Tome, as I told you be- 
fore, confifts of the Manufcripts in mod of the Libraries 
of the Oxford Colleges, in this Order : 

i Vniverjity-College, in which arc- 
Manufcriprs \6$ 

2 Baliol- College 319 

3 Mer ton-College 348 

4 Exeter- College 52 
5- Or/VZ-Colfege 72 

6 Queens-College, 40 

7 Ni?B>-Co!!ege 3x3 

8 Lincoln- College 113 

9 All Souls- College 5.0 

10 Bra/en- Mofe- College x6 

11 Corpus Chrifi i-College zyi 
1 x St. jMw's-Coiiege 1 99 

1 3 Trinity College 82 

14 y*?/"' College 105- 
ijT Magdalen-College 239 

Omitted in /Jfertw-College 1 

Omitted in Corpus Chrifti- College 7 
Given to g*«/«-College by Bi- 
ftiop BarJow 106 

16 Magdalen-Hall 12 

17 Wodham College 14 
Omitted in ^wzzwyfry-College 14 
Omitted in All Souls-College.. 16 

2564 

Given lately to Lincoln? College, 
by Sir G. Wheeler y6 

In all 264© 

And thefe, Except the Appendix, have their own In- 
dex, like the Firft Part. Xn 1 in 
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la the Third Part of the Flrft Tome, we have as good 
an Account of the Cambridge Manufcripts s as ecu id be 
gotten ,• that is, of the Manufcripts in 



1 Emanuel College, in Number 137 

z Trinity -College 56% 

3 Sidney Sujjex College 76 

4 Gonvile and Cairn College ?8o 

5 Bennets or Corpus Chrifii- 



College 

6 Peter- houfe-Colkge 

7 Pembroke-Hall 
$ Jefw-Colkge 
9 A'i»gV-College 

10 Trinity-Hill 

11 The Publick Library 



195 

231 

7 



3%z 



taken by Mr. Barnes. 
Mr. Laughton. 
Mr, Crtven. 

Dr. j^ffiw, A.D. 

1600. 
Dr. James, 
Dr. James. 
Dr. fames.. 
Dr. James, 
Dr, James,. 
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Which Catalogues, with their Index, make up the 
Third andlaft part of the flrft Tome. 



The Second Tome, as I have faid, comprehends the 
Libraries of Many of our Cathedral Churches, Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, &c. the chiefeft of which I will reckon up, 
as they lye in the Catalogue. 

The Cathedral Churches are thofe of Tork, Durham, 
€arliJle,WcrceJier, Salisbury, Wimhefter, Lichfield, He- 
reford, Exeter, Wells and Canter bury. 

Other Libraries belonging to Publick Places, here de- 
icribed, are thofe of Weftminfler-ChxiTch, Winchefter- 
College, Coventre-School, Br idol, Grays- Inn, Maton-Col- 

lege 
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lege, GreJbam-CoUege, Shrewsbury, Lincolm -fan, Sioti' 
College, Manchefier- Library, with Dire&ions to the Ma- 
nufcripts in the Heralds Office, and to she Records in the 
Tower. 

The Manufcripts of the Nobility, are thofe of the Earl 
of Car Hie, the Earl of Denbigh , the Lord Fi [count Lon- 
guevile, the Earl ef Peterborough thsEancj Derby, the 
Lord Bifhop of Norwich, and the Earl of Kent. 

The largeft Catalogues of the Gentry are thofe of 
Sir William Glynne, Dr. Plott. Sir Thomas Wagflaffe^ 
Mr. Leneve, Dr. Francis Bernard, Mr. Exeljn, Mr Seller \ 
Sir John Hoby, Dr Johnfton, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Onfley, 
Mr.Chetwynd, Dr.Tyfon Dr Browne, Sir Henry St. George. 
Dr. Gale, Mr. Theyer, Mr, Pepys, Mr. W or (ley, Sir Ed- 
ward Norwich, Sir Htnry Langley, Mr. Jones, Dr. Todd^ 
Dr. Edward Bernard, which lail are now sli in tire Bod~ 
leian Library, Mr. Thoresby, Mr, Burfcough, Mr. Brother- 
ton, Dr. Shane, Mr. Coufin, Sir George Wheeler, which 
he has fince generoufly given to Lmcoln-Colk-ge.Mr.Far- 
mer and Sir Symonds D'Ewes. Aii which have appear d 
Patrons to, and Encoura'gers of this Work, befides whom, 
and others of lefs Note, here is exhibited a Catalogue of 
the Manufcripts in his Majefty's Library at St. James's^ 
which I ought to have mentioned in the flrfi Place ; and 
one Foreign Catalogue which is that of Ifaac Fojfius, 
whofe Manufcripts are now at Leyden in Holland. The 
Books being good ones, and the Caralogue being hither- 
to, often enquir'd for, I am well fatisfied to fee it here* 
tho' rhe Books were fullered to go out of the Kingdom. 
This part likewife has its Index. 

The iaii part of the Bock, that is, the Second Part of 
the Second Tome, gives us the Catalogues of Ireland, 
•viz. of the Eari of Clarendon, who, though ha be an 
EnglijhVttx, yet the Books are Irijh, and wet eb' ought 
from Ireland. " The next is that of the C. : ' Min % 



C 4*4 ) 

then that of the Lord Archbifhop of Dublin , with the 
Tides of thofe Oriental Manufcripts, which h&4ately- 
bought out of the Library of Jacobus Golius, and laftly 
of Dr. Madden ; which laft Part, as all the reft, has 
its particular Index; and by this means, each part may be 
bound up by its feif, and interleaved. 

I can't believe that any body will now deny, that the 
Books themfelves ( whereof thefe Catalogues give you 
the Titles) are extant in thofe Publick or Private Li- 
braries to which you are referred .: At feaft, when any 
Book here (aid to be in any Library in this Univerfity 
is defired, recourfe is had to it immediately, and I doubt 
not but that the fame fairnefs has gone through the whole. 
IF this be granted enat we have fuch Books in the King- 
dom, as we pretend to have ,• I make no queftion but 
their Value will be eafily allowed, fince there is nothing 
required in a Book to enhance its Price, but what runs 
plentifully through this Collection. 

Books (I mean Manufcripts j are ufualiy valued and 
had in Eftimation, either in regard of their great Age ', the 
Language they are written in, their Beauty, or for their 
Rarity : Upon all which Accounts, I look upon our 
Byglifi Libraries, and confequenily upon thefe Cata* 
logues to be very considerable. 

If Antiquity at any time prefers one Manufcript or one 
Copy of the lame Author before another ,• there are fe- 
veraj [mentioned here, of as great Age, as thofe we meet 
with in Libraries abroad : And indeed I muft am ays pre- 
fer the moil ancient and accurate Copies of all ancient: 
Authors, whether they be Sacred or Prophane; and with- 
out the help of fuch, we mould never have had a cor- 
reclt-Texr of many of diem : and by their Affiftance, 
many obfeure Places arc . every Day, . and will ftill bs 
amended. 

Nor 
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Nor is the Language wherein Manufcripts are written, 
left to be look'd upon ,♦ I mean the Original in refped of 
Tranflations. Tis well known, that the Greek Fhyfitians, 
Mathematicians, fhilofophers, &c. which made up the 
greateft part of the Learning of the middle and the follow- 
ing Ages, were not fiudied in the Original, but only in 
a corrupt Latin Verfion of the Arabic ufed by the Moors 
in Spain, which Arabick, was tranfkted from the Greek 
by the Saracens. So that receiving their Learning at the 
third Hand, 'tis no wonder they could not comprehend 
the true Sence and Meaning of their Authors. And how 
many Authors of great Note there are, as yet in print 
only in a vicious Translation, whofeown Words, in their 
own Language, are ftill extant in our Libraries ; maybe 
feen by perufing thefe Catalogues. 

Some People have got a Notion that all. Manufcripts 
are only a Company of old, rufty, Moth eaten Books, 
upon which a Man may pore his Eyes out before he can 
read a Word or a Line, &c. which I take to be a meer 
Cavil. 'Tis true, every body has not the Giftbf wri- 
ting an excellent, or even a tolerable good Hand ; nor 
are Come of the Manufcripts written about Three Hun- 
dred Years ago, very eafie to be read by one who is not 
us'd to them. But that this muft affeft all Manufcripts 
I fee no Reafon, fince many which I have feen far exceed 
our modern writing ; nay, I have heard feveral of the 
beft Pen-men in London, ingenuoufly confefs that they 
could not write a Book near fo well as fome they have 
fliewed me ; which yet, are by far exceeded by many 
that I have been fhewed in the Bodleian Library. I could 
eafily name to you feveral Books there, in Englifc 
Latin, French, Greek, Hebrew, Arabick, ferfian, Syri- 
ack, &c. which are written almoft to a Miracle, beyond 
any thing Printed, and beyond the Idea which any body- 
can have of them, who has not yet feen fiich things. 

Nor 
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Nor can I lefs admire the Magnificence of our Anceftors 
in other Matters relating to Books, befides the fair Wri- 
ting of them. How many had they written from the 
beginning to the end in Letters of Silver, or letters of 
Gold, or both, cover d over with Plates of Mafly Silver, 
or Gold and Enammel, which are now either loft, or fa- 
erilegioufly torn from them ? Notwithstanding which 
Barbarity, fome remain to us Hill. Where do we fee 
Books ib richly painted and adorned now, as our Fore- 
lathers caus'd theirs to be done ? The Bodleian Library- 
Keepers Chewed me many ancient Books of this fort, fine- 
ly deiigned and painted, by one of which it appear'd, 
that half the Book took up near Six Years time to illu- 
minate it j which however, was inferior to another they 
Chewed me, whofe WorkmaniMp upon a very moderate 
Computation, could coil little lefs than a Thoufand 
Pounds Sterling. And this I take to be an Argument 
likewile, of their Love to Learning, fince 'tis likely, that 
otherwise they would not have laid out fuch Sums of 
Money upon it: And who can tell, but that the Splen- 
dor and Magnificence of fome of their Books, has alone 
preferv'd them from Deftfu&ion ? 

Laftly, the Rarity of Manufcripts, which make lome 
more fought after than others ; is when fuch a Book is 
the dvroyzgvov, or the beft, or the only Copy of fuch an 
Author, &c. or is written upon a curious or a defirabie 
Subject. Of which forts, many often occur in thefe Ca- 
talogues. That I may omit the vaft Numbers of more 
recent Books, treating of our late Kings and Queens, 
their Policies and Intrigues, their Treaties and Negoti- 
ations, their Power and Force by Sea and Land; and the 
like of mod other Countries, With the Genealogies and 
Hiltcnes of the Lives and Deaths of our moft eminent 
ScatefmeOj, Scholars s Soldiers, Lawyers, &c. the Heads 

of 
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of which are too many to be here reckon'd up ; but sre 
largely accounted for in the Catalogue. 

One thing, indeed, is objt&ed againft this Work by 
fome fqueamiili Perfons, fbme of whom are Foreigners 
(who look upon our Store of Manufcripts with an ill Eye) 
and others are of our Country-men, who fay, That there 
le many Faults in this Book, and that divers of the Cata- 
logues are erroneous in fome, and not large and particular 
enough in other places. Which very Objections, howe- 
ver, fuppofe that tome Catalogues, if not the greateft 
part, are done well enough to give even themfelves Sa- 
tisfaction ,• As for the Foreigners, before they find Fault 
with this, it would be fit they mould put out better Ca- 
talogues of their own Manufcripts : This Work, as faul- 
ty as it is, exceeding their Performances in this kind, 
as much in Accuracy, as in the Number of Books it re- 
prefents. And if our Country-men wiil but take the 
Pains to confider it throughout, they will find (nor cara 
Envy it felf deny it) that many of thefe Catalogues are 
moft judicioufly and exactly taken j and all the reft fo 
well done, as to deferve rather their Thanks than their 
Cenfure. If fome of the Manufcripts contain here and 
there a Trad which is not mentioned ; 'tis better fo, 
than to put down the Titles of thofe Tra&s, which are 
not now to be found in the Book : For this would be an 
Affront and Abufe upon the World ; when as that may 
be remedied in another Edition. And the very Cata- 
logues which they quarrel wish, give us the Author's 
Name, and the Title of the Book if it be Anonymous, 
and for want of that, fufficient Notice of the Subject- 
Matter of it; which, one would think, might give Con- 
tent to any Perfon of a candid and ingenuous Dilpofiti- 
on : Efpeciaily confidering the newnefs of the Defign, 
the great Difficulty of procuring fo many Catalogues as 
they are here prefented with, and that Promife which is 
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made to the Publick, that all the Amendments that are 
made, (hall be entred into an interleav'd Catalogue in the 
Bodleian Library, from whence they may correct their 
own. But by the way, it may not be much amifs to 
obferve, that thefe very Men who rais'd the Objections 
againil it, have been known to be eager in making ufe 
or it, when they wanted notice of Manuscripts, accor- 
ding to their feveral Occafions. 

And as they have already found the Benefit of it in 
their way of Study, fo feveral eminent Scholars have 
done, even before it was published : Whereof I will 
mention but Two, viz. the Reverend Dr. Cave, as may 
be ken in his Second part of his Hijloria Literaria, and 
Mr. Grabe, from whom we expect many (hitherto un- 
printed) Pieces of the Primitive Fathers to be quickly 
publifhed from the Manufcnpts, to which he was direct- 
ed by thefe Catalogues alone. And this is one great 
thing, wherein theie Catalogues may be serviceable to all 
Men of Letters, by admitting them to thektenr Rich- 
es of the Nation, whereby they may be much better en- 
abled to gveus good Editions of Books than formerly. 
If any Author be to be re-printed, the Catalogues will 
be forthwith confulred, in order to know what Manu- 
feript Copies there be of him amongft us, and where 
they are 5 that fa they may be collated, and the moil 
important Readings and other Remarks be, from them, 
made Publick. If any other Subject be to be treated of, 
nest after feeing what there is in Print upon it already, 
recourfe is had to the Catalogue, to fee whar there re- 
mains unprinted ,• the publifhing of which is beftowing 
ib much Learning upon the World which they had not 
before. Befides, by diligently reading over .thefe Cata- 
logues, we acquire a compleat Notion of the Writers of 
almoft all Ages and Nations, and of their Works : the 
Catalogues of Printed Books giving only an Account of 
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thofe Books already in Print, not mentioning thofe Ma- 
nufcripts, which have been ("as I may fo fay) hid and 
concealed from she World aii this while, efpecially thofe 
in private Libraries. 

Another Account upon which this Catalogue may be 
ferviceable is, (jot the Honour and Credit oi England in 
general, and of our Univerfity in particular) co un-de- 
ceive many Learned Perfons beyond the Sea's ,• fome of 
whom have been coo much prejudiced againfl: us for our 
fuppofed Penury in this Kind, and others who had heard 
fome uncertain Rumours of our Plenty of Manuscripts, 
have perhaps believed it to be true, but could never gee 
any tolerable Lift of them. Dr. James was the fir ft who 
published any Catalogue of our Manufcripts, which now 
makes but a fmall part of this Book, and yet the Fo- 
reigners, almoff. ever fince, have went by that Cata- 
logue : And all the great Accefiions to our Publick Li- 
braries have not, been much taken notice of. Ifaac Ca- 
faubon came hither to Oxford about the Year 1613. as 
appears by one of his Epi/lles, where talking about the 
Bodleian Library, Noli (faith he) cogitare fimilem hie re- 
periri librorum manufcriptorum copiam at que es~i in Regia. 
Sunt fane & in Angiia manufcripti non pauci, fed nihil ad 
Regiat opes. But was that great Man now alive, he 
would, doubtlefs retraft this Say ing 5 - fince in this. Parti- 
cular, the Bodleian is certainly fuperior to the French 
King's Library, as it was in the Year 1640. if we may 
truft a Catalogue of it, which was made at that rime, or 
Labbaus fince, who feems to magnify it enough. And 
if any of the Foreign Catalogues contain the Titles of all 
the Manufcripts in their refpe&ive Libraries, this of 
ours is fuperior to them all : but if their Catalogues be 
taken by halves, 'tis their own fault. 

The fame Opinion of our Publick Library, many other 
Strangers have had befides Cafaubon. And Spizeiius in 
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bis Colledion of Catalogues of Manufcripts of the great- 
eft Libraries in Europe, which he printed but Thirty 
Years ago ; when he comes to the Oxford Library, and 
tells y ou that he had learnt from Hottinger that we had 
received ihe great Additions of the Barcccian and Arch- 
lifhop Laud's Manufcripts, gees on thus, fed quorum de- 
fipnationem a me nondum vifam, invito prteterire debut 
filentio. And Hottinger himfelf complains that he could 
not get the Catalogues of them, and was therefore forced 
to make mention of them only by Hearfay, The good- 
natur'd Gentleman took a deal of Pains in defenbing 
many other Books of Mr. Selden, Mr. Greaves, &c. as 
he could get notice of them, which are now for the moil 
part, in our faid Library. I could mention divers other 
Foreign Writers to you, but I fuppofe, I have tired you 
IbfEciently already : I'm fure 1 an\ weary , and will 
therefore conclude this long Epiflle with a Teftimony 
of the fame Hottinger, who being an Out-landifh Man, 
may be efteem'd more unprejudiced in our behalf. It is 
in his Bihliothecarius quadripartitus, pag. 33. where, af- 
ter he had (as well as he could) defcribed fome of our 
Tublick and Private Libraries, that he ciofes his Difcourfe 
in this manner, Quoniam vero tot Anglia Bibliothecis tri- 
umphat, tot Manujcriptis reliquas fuperat, tot Orient alium 
Monumentis ahundat, adeoq; fubfidiis rei litter aria inflru 
llijfima eH ; quid miremur, ex'hac etiam Infula, tot erudx- 
tionis Philologicts, & Theologia Traffic a cwmprimis ha- 
tlenut prodiiffe monumental Which, in my poor Opinion., 
may, upon the coming forth of thefe Catalogues, be more 
firiy applied to the Nation, than ever before. I am, 
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Tour, &c. 
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